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fly, but one fly being not enough to bring the young one to 
its full growth, they feed it with more : Their Theca’s are at 
laft all covered over with the wings,legs, and other fragments 
of flies* 

A Letter of ^/r.Martin Lifter, roritten at Torf Auguft 25 16y 1* 
confirming the Obfervation in N° 74. about Mwsfi/ented Inf Us ; 
adding fome Notes upon D. Swammerdam’s book^ of lnfitts.atid 
on that of M, Steno concerning Petrify'd Shells, 

SIR, 

[ Have obferved the two Infedts, which Mr. J{ay faith, fmell 
of Musk, which indeed they do in an high degree. The 
(mall Bees are very frequent in the Wooles in Lincoln (hire y and 
about the latter end of April are to be found in paftures and 
meadows,upon the early*blown flowers of a fort of Ranuncu¬ 
lus ^ as You have been rightly inform’d; but it is fomething 
improper to fay Bees feed on flowers: And hkewife the fame 
Bees are no lefs frequent on the flowers of Dens Leonis, &c* 
The [-meet Beetle , is a very large Infedt, and well known about 
Cambridge. All the trials I have made to preferve them w.ih 
their fmell, have proved ineffectual: For, both forts of thefe 
Infedts will of themfelves in a very few weeks become aimcft 
quite fent-Iefs, Tothefe 1 (hall add another fweet-fmeilu.g 
Infecft, which is a Hexapode-worm feeding on Gallium lu¬ 
te urn. 

The Obfervation of thcVefpa lchncumones^ as it hath rela¬ 
tion to Spiders, I willingly referve for other Papers: \et I 
may tell you in general, that this kind of Jnfcdt is one of the 
greateft puzzels in nature ; there being few Excrefcences of 
Plants, and very many births of lnftdfs, wherein thefe 
(lender Wafps after divers ftrange ways are concerned. 

Though I be at prefent from my Books, yet I well remem* 
her the paflage, which Vic,Willoughby refers you 
to in Mujjet *. And he is well able to judge, * see 
whether the Obfervation be made upon the fame 74 - t-mu 
fort of Infedt. I conceive it a fault not con- 
iiiteut with Ingenious Spirits, to pafs by in filence the Induftry 
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of Moderns as well as of Ancient Writers j according to that 
o» C.CeljusOportet neque recentiores virus in his fraudare , qua 
vel repererunt , vel refle f cull funt » £? tamcn ea } qua ab antsqui- 
onbuspofitaftmt., authoribus fuis reddere, You can bed inform 
mo, what D. Swammerdam does in a matter of this nature ; 
when I read in the Account given us by you of his Book, 
Numb, 64; that Snails are both Male and Female; thatCa- 
terpillars may teach us, by their feeding, the correfpondence 
of the vertues of Plants, &c; I am defirons to know, whe¬ 
ther he quote Mr. Ray for the former , as having publifh’t the 
Obfervaiion ten years ago at lead; and for the latter, the 
Learned and Noble D,Co umna. who did propofe the way of 
eflayingthe vertues of Plants by the pafats of Infers in the 
beginning of this Age. 

But l leave this, and proceed to a remark of my own ; and 
it fin 11 be, if you pleafe, concerning Petrified Shells 5 I mean 
fuch Shells, aslhaveobfcrvedin our Englifn ftone-Quarrier, 
But Sir, let me premife thus much, that I am confident , that 
you at lead will acquit me, and not believe me one of ah* 
tigious nature. This I fay in reference to what I have lately 
read in Stem's Prodromal, that, ifmy fentimems on this parti¬ 
cular are fomewhat different from his, it proceeds r ot from a 
fpiritof contradiction , but from a different view of Nature. 
Fird then, we will eafily believe, that in fome Countries,and 
particularly along thefhoresor the Mediterranean Sea, there 
may all manner of Sea fhells be found promifcucujly included in 
Rocks or Isarth, and at good didances too from the Sea. Bur, 
for our Er.glifh-inland Quarries, which alfo abound with in¬ 
finite number and great varieties of fhells, I am apt to think, 
there is no fuch matter, as Petrifying of Shells in the bufinefs 
(or,as Steno explains himfelf p. 84. in the Enghfh Verfion,^ 
alibis that the fubdance of thofe fhells, formerly belonging 
to animals, hath been d ; Helved or wafted by the penetrating 
force of jifces, and that a dory fubftarce is come in the 
place thereof,) but that ihefe f>ekle-hke {’tones ever were, 
as they are at prefect. Lupines fur generis , and never any part 
of an Animal. That they are fo ar prefent, is in effect confe£ 
fed by Steno in the above cited pane; and it is mod certain. 
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that our Englifh Quarry- /hells (to continue that abufive name) 
have no parts of a different Texture from the rock or quarry 
they are taken, that is, that there is no fuch thing as Jbeil in 
thefe refemblancesof llielis, but that Iron-ftone Cockles are 
all Iron-ftone; Lime or marble all Lime-ftone and Marble j 
Sparre or Chryftalline-fhells all Sparre, &c. and that they 
never were any part of an Animal* My reafon is; That Quar¬ 
ries of different ftone yeild us quite different forts or fpecies 
of fhells, not only one from another (as thofe Cockle ftone; 
of the Iron-ftone Quarries of J elder ton in Yorkshire differ from 
thofe found in the Lead mines of the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains, and both thefe from that Cockle- Quarrie of Wamford 
bridge in Northampton-/hire , and all three from thofe to be 
found in the Quarries about Gunthrop and Beavsur-Cajtle , &C3) 
bur, 1 dare boldly fay, from any thing in nature befides, that 
either the land, fait, or frefh water doth yeild us. *Tis true, 
that I have picked out of that one Quarry of IVanford very 
refemblances of Murices , Tehncs , Turbines , Cochhce, Sec. and 
yet I am not convinced, when I particularly examined fome 
of our Englifh fhores far {hells, alfothe frefli waters and the 
fields, that [did ever m.et with (N. B.) any one of thofe 
fpecies of fhells any where elfe, but in their refpe&ive Quar¬ 
ries, whence ( conclude them Lapides fui generic, and that they 
were notcaft in any Animal-mold, whofe fpecies or race h yet 
to be found in being at this day. 

This argument perhaps will not fo readfv take pLce with 
thofeperfons, that think it not worth the while exactly and 
minutely to diftinguifh the fc-veral fpecies of the things of na= 
lure, but are content to acquiefce in figure, tefemblance , hind, 
and fuch general notions; but when they {hall pleafe to con- 
defeend to heedful and accurate diferiptions, they will, I 
doubt not,be of that opinion, which an attentive view of thefe 
things led me into fome years ago. Though I moke no drubr, 
but the Repofitory of the If Society is amply funv'fhed with, 
things of this nature j yet if you (hall c min.nj them, 

I will fend you up two or three fer s of our English Ccckie- 
ftones of different Quarries, nearly refcmolir.g one the other 
and all of them very hke a ommon fort of Sea-fheli, and yet 
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if there fhafl not be enough fpecifically to diftinguilh them, 
and hinder them from being fampled by anything of the 
/polls of the Sea or frefli waters or the land-(nails $ my argu¬ 
ment will fall, and I {hall be happily convinced of an Er- 
rour. 

Another Letter , written of the fame Gentleman , from York 
Sept. 13. 1671. enlarging his former Communications in Numb, 
75, about Vegetable Excrehpencies, and Ichneumon- 
Worms. 

SIR, 

I N my lath Paper about Vegetable Excrefctncies , I was wholly 
filent of the opinion, which Mr .Willoughby is pleafed to fa* 
vourj and becauie that worthy Gentleman hath lo far made it 
probable, that now it feems only to depend upon the good 
fortune of fome lucky Obferver, I am willing to reaflume my 
former thoughts, that all thofe odd Obfervations, we have 
made of the Births of Ichneumons , do but beget in me a ftrong 
belief, that they have a way yet unheeded,whereby they do as 
boldly, asfubtly, convey their Eggs within the Bodies of In¬ 
fers and parts of Vegetables. 

A fifth and laft propofition of that Paper * was,that the fub-. 

fiance of many Vegetable Excrefctncies (eemednot to be 
* See Hut nb. the food of the norms to befouni in them. My mean- 
?s- P a2 54 - ingwas, that the fubftance of the Vegetable Ex» 
crefcencies in which thofe Ichneumon worms were 
to be found,was rather augmented, than diminifhed or worm; 
eaten. And the like conformity of their feeding witliio In. 

feels is wellobferved by Mr, Willoughby *, that 
+ set above in the impregnated Caterpillars leem not to be con; 
ibis very Tract, cerned, though their bodies are full of InfeCbof 
a quite different kind, but go on as far as thev 
may towards the atchievement of the perfection of their 
own fpec ; es. Thus I have feen a Poppy-head fwoln to a mon- 
ftrous bulk, and yet all the Cells were not receptacles of Ich¬ 
neumons, but fome had good and ripe feed in them. I fhall 
not refufe Mr. Willoughby ( though you know upon what 

grounds 



